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A New Book, 
An Old Faith 


HE color and beauty of autumn surrounded him as he 
Bl ratked home through the fallen leaves on a September 
morning in 1955. Nature seemed determined to hide the 
bombed and broken city from Dr. Kim’s eyes. As he walked 
he clung tightly to the big book beneath his arm. The city 
of Seoul, Korea was surprisingly quiet as he hurried 
through the street. Or, perhaps it was just that the sound 
of his own footsteps seemed to echo so many years into the 
past—back to a long road in North Korea in 1947. 

It had been this same kind of day. The air had seemed 
colder then, but that was surely because he had been so 
careful to dress to look as though he were only starting on a 
trip to the city market. He had worn the full, white trousers 
befitting a Korean gentleman of sixty-two years. He car- 
ried only an empty rice bag. As he walked he had care- 
fully rehearsed the speech he would make to the guards at 
the border. “I’m just on my way to the city to get rice for 
my family.” He shook his head when he had heard his 
own words spoken aloud, for he didn’t sound very con- 
vincing. His many years of living with and loving truth 
had made it difficult for him to be part of a deception. 

On he had walked. This morning parishioners had 
warned him that the Communists were planning to per- 
secute the Christians again and that his name was on the 
list of those to be arrested. Still, somehow, the hope in his 
heart had not weakened and vision of a united Christian 
Korea was not dimmed. 

He had said good-by to his wife and the children Chong 
Wha and Chong Man just a few hours before, and had left 
with them his most treasured possession, his Bible. How 
many times had he carried it to the pulpit of his own 
Presbyterian pastorate there in the tiny North Korean vil- 
lage, or carried it into the streets and into the homes of his 
people? Now he must leave it behind, for those who must 
be left behind to face the oppression and fear would need 
its comfort. 

The sun had been high in the afternoon sky when he 
finally stopped for a brief rest and for prayers; and as he sat 
by the roadside his memories were pleasant company. He 
remembered his thirteenth year and all the happiness it 
had brought to him and his whole family. For it was then 
that he first heard of Christianity. One of the villagers had 
gone to the city and returned with a Christian Gospel 
printed in difficult Chinese characters, which his parents 
had insisted that he learn in order to read the great classics. 
Because young Kim knew how to read, the villager gave 
him the book. 

He had wanted to know more. Hearing of a church 
nearby where the Gospel and the teachings of Christ were 
studied, the boy Hong Ki walked four miles to visit it. After 
many more trips to the church, against his parents’ wishes, 
he became one of its members. As time passed, the mother 
and father were impressed by his sincerity and asked him to 


The Rev. Kim Hong hi 


teach them his new way of life. Soon they, too, adopted the ) 
Christian faith. His life from that day was full and happy. } 
He married, decided to go into the ministry, attended the } 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Pyung Yang and | 
after eight years of study became an ordained minister. It . 
was this work that he loved—his work for the people that } 
he was now forced to leave. 

He rose from his thoughts and his prayers and continued 
along the long road. He had just reached the border and 
was about to cross when he was stopped by two Commu- + 
nist guards. His heart throbbing, the tired little man held | 
out his empty rice bag for their inspection. He was free to ) 
pass—to Seoul, to freedom! 

And so, on this September 23, 1955, the Reverend Mr. } 
Kim Hong Ki was on his way to Seoul once again. Eight 
years separated him from that other fear-filled September 
day. He had started a little rural church outside the city } 
without even the aid of his beloved Bible, which had to be | 
left behind. Here the people could not pay him for the 
many hours spent bringing the Word to their demolished } 
homes and refugee shacks. The small amounts of firewood f 
and rice which they brought was their only way of thank- } 
ing him. He hadn’t even been able to collect enough money | 
to buy a Bible for his people. And this was his greatest sorrow. | 

Now on this autumn day, everyone in the village knew | 
where Dr. Kim was going when he started his walk. He 
had said many times, ‘“The Bible at our church is bor- 
rowed; it must reach many hearts and hands, so it must 
go back to its lender.” A few days before, Dr. Kim had 
read that Bibles for the Korean people were at the Bible 
House in Seoul, and that because of a gift from the Ameri- 
can Bible Society a number of Bibles, available without 
charge, were in stock. e 

So Dr. Kim, now seventy years old, made the long ; 
journey to and from town, on foot, to bring his people a 
new book and an old faith. 
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“WT Is ouR language, but we do not understand” is a 
] sentiment echoed by millions of people throughout 
_ the world—people who have tried to read the Scriptures in 
what was supposed to be their own language, but who 
nevertheless could not understand God’s message to them. 
_ For more than a hundred years the Scriptures have 
existed in the Japanese language; and even though Japan 
has had a reputed literacy rate of 98 percent (the highest 
in the world), yet until this last year less than 50 percent of 
_the Japanese people could have read the Bible with ready 
understanding. The reason for this seemingly unbelievable 
‘situation is that, until the publication of the Bible in the 
‘Kogotai or colloquial version, the Word of God remained 
masked and chained by rare words, difficult grammar and 
unfamiliar high-flown style. Earlier missionaries and Japa- 
nese Christians had assumed that anything printed should 
conform to the artificial requirements of the obscure 
though much admired Bungotai style. But now all this 
has changed; the Scriptures can speak to every man. 
However, Japan is not the only part of the world where 
the Scriptures have traditionally been in a literary dialect 
familiar to the few but unknown by the masses. Many of 
the translations of the Bible in the languages of India have 
been important literary achievements—full of honored 
Sanskrit derivatives, long, involved sentences, and elegant, 
flowery language. But now Indian Christians are insisting 
that many of these translations be revised—rewritten in the 
languages of the people. 
_ Despite the limitations of translations published in the 
classical languages of the Orient, these have been used to 
‘the spiritual blessing of thousands; for these people would 
‘have been prevented by their cultural background and 
prejudices from receiving the Scriptures in any other form. 
But it is not necessary for us to go to Japan or India to dis- 
cover translations which failed to communicate their mes- 
sage because they were in a form of language unknown by 
‘many of the people. In Latin America many of the fifteen 
‘mnillion Indians comprising more than two hundred dif- 
ferent tribes, each with its own native language, also speak 
some Spanish; but for those Indians the traditional trans- 
lation in Spanish is so difficult that they become bewildered 
‘if they attempt to read anything more than some of the 
simple stories. However, the Indians of Spanish-speaking 
Latin America are not the only ones who find the tradi- 
‘tional translation of the Scriptures hard to understand. 
‘There are millions of peasants living in small villages and 
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a “We Do Not Understand” 


BY EUGENE A. NIDA 


hamlets in isolated valleys on distant mountain slopes, or 
along the jungle-lined banks of meandering rivers, who 
likewise cannot understand the Spanish Bible. These people 
have had few schools; and though the only language they 
speak is Spanish, it is not the Spanish of the Bible. For 
most of these people the hypothetical subjunctives; the 
obsolete forms vosotros and nosotros, “‘you”’ (plural) and 
“we” or “‘us’’; the long, involved sentences in the’ Pauline 
Epistles; and the technical terminology of such words as 
justificacién “‘justification,”’ santificacién ‘‘sanctification”’ and 
predestinacién ‘‘predestination”’ (to mention only a few) are 
barriers, not channels, to understanding. It is for this 
reason that the American Bible Society has recently pub- 
lished the Gospel of Luke and the Epistle to the Romans in 
a form of simple Spanish. The message of the Bible is the 
same, whether in the elegant style of the Golden Age of 
Cervantes or in the simple language of the present-day 
peasant. But it must be in all forms of language if it is to 
reach all men. 

This process of giving the Scriptures to people in simple 
language does not, however, stop with Spanish. In Haiti 


’ not more than 10 percent of the people can speak or com- 


prehend the forms of literary French, which many study in 
village schools but which they never use in their homes. 
Haitian Creole, a kind of pidgin French, is the language of 
the street, the home, and the farm, the language of the 
market place and voodoo; and in this language an im- 
portant translation of the New Testament and Psalms is 
now being made. However, many Haitians earnestly want 
to read the Word of God in French, the language of gov- 
ernment and culture, but they cannot understand many of 
the difficult words, the verb tenses no longer uséd in 
spoken French and the cumbersome sentences which never 
seem to end. For these people a special committee is 
undertaking to provide the New Testament in simple 
French. 

Proclaiming the Word of God in the best-known words 
of men is not only the present duty of the Bible Society 
and the missionary enterprise—it’s part of our age-old 
tradition, begun at Pentecost, when each man heard in 
his own mother tongue—and continued by writers of the 
New Testament, who wrote in the Koiné (“common’’) 
Greek spurned by the rhetoricians but used and loved by 
the common people. 

We look forward to that day when every man can say, 
“Tt is our language, and now we understand.” 


5 


A New Bible House in Argentina 


BY CHARLES W. TURNER 


Amidst political and military strife in 
Argentina the La Plata Joint Agency, 
which supervises the work of the Bible 
Societies in Argentina, Uruguay and 
Paraguay, was readying a Bible 
House in the Argentine city of Rosario. 
Rosario figured prominently in the re- 
cent revolt that resulted in the over- 
throw of Juan D. Perén. Late in 
October Dr. Norman J. Cockburn, 
General Secretary of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, arrived in 
Rosario to help dedicate the new Bible 
House. This is the story of this im- 
portant event as told by the La Plata 
Agency Secretary.— Ed. 


From left to right, front row, standing before the new Bible 
House in Rosario, Argentina, are Dr. Charles W. Turner, 
Dr. Norman J. Cockburn, Rev. Federico Pagura, with mem- 
bers of the Rosario Region Committee of the Bible Societies 


D* NorMAN J. COCKBURN 


arrived in Argentina in 
October for a month’s visit to 
the River Plate region. As he 
disembarked from his plane from Chile, there were still 
signs of unrest due to the recent revolution. Still it was 
possible for Dr. Cockburn to speak in Buenos Aires and 
then to travel to the interior. 

The highlight of Dr. Cockburn’s trip to the interior was 
his participation in the dedication of the new Bible House 
in the city of Rosario. The recently acquired Bible Society 
premises are located in the new central arcade. Bible So- 
ciety work will be truly in the center of this important city. 

Though public meetings had been planned in the large 
cities of Cérdoba, Mendoza and Rosario, except for Men- 
doza each was canceled at the suggestion of local committees 
who feared difficulties after the recent upheavals. At Men- 
doza more than four hundred persons joined in a large 


Pedro Reads the 23rd Psalm 


HE Central America Agency of the American Bible 

Society comprises the countries of Guatemala, El Sal- 
vador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama and the 
Canal Zone. Some of these countries have recently suffered 
the holocaust of revolution. Others are crippled by poverty 
and social ferment. Protestantism, according to Agency 
Secretary J. W. Limkemann, is a small though vigorous 
minority. The Bible is not widely accepted, 


Recently Secretary Limkemann reported the story of 


Pedro, a student in the Methodist Elementary School in 
Panama. His story is personal and perhaps of small import, 
but nevertheless a symbol of the on-going force of the 
evangelical Churches in Central America. Mrs. Fiske, the 
principal, complained that Pedro was constantly being sent 
to her office for misbehavior. She told Mr. Limkemann 
that she knew Pedro well. ‘‘A principal,” she said, ‘‘is best 
acquainted with the bad boys of the school.” 

Some time ago Mrs. Fiske began to miss Pedro’s regular 
visits. He was attending school but was not being sent to 
her office. One day she met the boy’s mother and inquired 
about him. 

“Pedro is a different boy at home now,” his mother said. 
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interdenominational rally to 
hear Dr. Cockburn speak | 
about the worldwide work of | 
the Bible Societies. 

The Mendoza meeting was 
in marked contrast with the 
simple dedication ceremonies 
at the Bible House in Rosario. | 
Only the regional committee 
was present, presided over by | 
its chairman, the Reverend | 
Federico Pagura. Dr. Cock- 
burn offered the dedicatory 
prayer, which had inspiring } 
significance for this occasion in | 
Argentina. In part the prayer 
was as follows: 

‘*Continue, we beseech } 
Thee, thus to bless the efforts 
of the United Bible Societies. 
Pour into the hearts of all who 
profess and call themselves Christian the strong desire to 
spread the Gospel. 

“Grant to these Bible Society premises the sanctifying 
power of Thy continual presence. May all who enter these 
doors, seeking, depart as having found the pearl of great 
price. 

“Grant to Thy servant who shall have charge of this 
place the strengthening power of Thy good Spirit. Give 
to him the ready word spoken to meet the sudden need. 
Enable him to be a skillful dispenser of Thy Word. 

‘““And now, O Father, we would solemnly in prayer ded- 
icate and make over to Thee this building and all its 
contents. As it has freely received from the sacrifice and 
vision of others, make it share the same with others. 


Mrs. Fiske asked what it was that made Pedro suddenly 
*‘different.”’ 

“Well, you see, your school requires a course in religion 
in each grade,” replied the mother. ‘““One day Pedro was 
assigned to read the Twenty-third Psalm and had to obtain 
a Bible. He brought the Bible home and read the Psalm 
aloud to us. We liked it so much that we have begun to 
read a chapter every day.” 

Secretary Limkemann completed the story: ‘‘Pedro’s 
family had never before held regular family devotions in 
their home nor made a habit of going to church. Now they 
attend an evangelical church near by. Pedro’s energies at 
home and at school have been turned in a new direction.” 

He added his belief that one of the most significant 
avenues of distribution of the Scriptures is through mis- 
sion schools: ‘‘Whatever may have been true formerly, the 
classes in religion offered in the mission schools today are 
given with warmth and understanding, and of course, the 
Bible is the main textbook. What better thing can we do | 
than to encourage this way of not only getting the Scrip-_ 


tures out to the people, but also into the lives of the chil- | 
dren like Pedro?” 


} 
; 
} 
| 
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- TAYVERY pay the mail brings many requests for free Scrip- 
tures. Practically every one expresses a real need for 

God’s Word. These letters range from those from the very 
poor, who want just one Bible, to those from chaplains in 
_ State penitentiaries, county prisons and hospitals that need 
several hundred Bibles. No appeal is neglected; and for the 
Most part, each appeal is met in full. Space forbids even a 
brief sentence from most of these letters, for in the course of 
the year they amount to several hundred; but here are a 
_few picked at random: 
Gordon Reynolds, chaplain of Eastern Penitentiary: 
“This is an SOS. We need Bibles for a very fast-growing 
Bible class. The supernatural power which is liberated 
when the Word of God is heard and read has quickened 
the hearts and transformed the lives of many inmates.” 

Chaplain Atkinson, State Penitentiary at Gratersford, 
-Pa.: “‘Our Bible class is growing every week. We need more 
Bibles, and I have a request for four Spanish Bibles. Send 
“if possible.” 

Chaplain Stremel, Western 


; sent to this place, for I was on 
“my way to destruction. Now 


“I’ve found a new Master and Tote 


995 


worth while. 


from hospitals, from missions 
‘in the slum districts; from 
youth groups who want to 
place a Bible in doctors’ of- 
fices or in the ambulances car- 
rying the sick to hospitals; 
from the workers among the 
Puerto Ricans, or perhaps just 
‘a lonely soul that has no Bible 
‘and writes, ““We have had 
much sickness. We still owe 
five hundred dollars on our 
hospital bill. Our Bible is worn 
out and the print is very small. 
Would you send us a Bible 
“that we can read, for we love 
God’s Word?” 

Requests also arise from the 
need of Scriptures on the 
waterfront, where at Christ- 
mas time fifteen hundred Gos- 
pels were placed in Christmas 
‘bags given to all sailors spend- 
‘ing Christmas in the port of 
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There Are Many Who Cannot Pay 


BY, GEORGE<Gy, DILWORTH 


Secretary, Atlantic District, American Bible Society 


Philadelphia. Then there are the YMCA and the YWCA, 
that always need the Scriptures for those who come within 
their doors. State hospitals for the treatment of tubercu- 
losis; workers in Daily Vacation Bible Schools, among 
young people and in centers dealing with juvenile delin- 
quents—they all appeal for Scriptures and all are given 
free grants. Suppose there were no Bible Society, whose 
one mission is to see that all men and in all languages re- 
ceive the Word of God! 

The wonder of sending forth the Word in its offense 
against evil is the victory that is won by Our Lord in the 
hearts of God’s children. Here is a letter received just as 
the year closed from an inmate in the New Jersey State 
Prison Farm: 

“Gentlemen: Someone has aptly said that the influence 
of a good book is a mighty influence in the world. This I 
believe, for your little book ‘Unto You a Saviour’ was my 
only gift for Christmas. I received it via the prison library, 

Continued on Page 15 


Penitentiary: ““Two men sat Zoi Gospels on Market Day! 

at my desk today and ex- 

pressed the same thought. In the summer most missionaries in Korea try to get away from their pressing and 
They said, ‘I am glad I was exhausting duties for at least a few weeks. Many of them travel to Taechon Beach on 


Korea’s west coast, south of Inchon. There, missionaries of many denominations have 
joined together to form a small summer community center, with cottages that provide 
the quiet to prepare annual reports and engage in planning conferences for the coming 


Om new way of life, and that Last summer Rev. Harold Voelkel of the Presbyterian Mission in Korea was joined 
“makes even this experience by Church of England missionaries in distributing the Gospel in Taechon village. 
They strategically chose the weekly market day when farmers converged to sell or 
Requests like these come trade their cattle, vegetables and rice. 

_also from the Salvation Army, “I appealed to the crowd,” Mr. Voelkel reported. “And the Church of England 
missionaries handled the sales. In an hour we distributed 251 Gospels—all I had 
brought with me to the beach.” A small, below-cost charge was made for each Gospel 
to make certain of real interest in reading. 


Missionary Harold Voelkel becomes the center of market-day activities in the village of 
Taechon, Korea, when he offers Korean Gospels to farmers and local residents 


The Book of the Year 


BY TSUNETARO MIYAKODA 


The Foreign Department of the American Bible Society announces, 
in presenting this story by General Secretary Miyakoda of the Japan 
Bible Society, that the special recognition gained by the new Rogotar 
(colloquial) Bible in Japanese is a great forward step for the Buble 
cause and evangelism in Japan. The book awards of the Mainichi 
Shimbun, one of the world’s largest newspapers, are similar to the 
Pulitzer prizes in the United States. —Ed. 


uRING each of the last nine years on November 

3—Japan’s “Culture Day’’—an award to the 

best book of the year has been announced. This an- 

nual award is given to a book on its merits as the best 

reading in its class. Points are also given for excellence 
of manufacture. 

The Japan Bible Society submitted its medium- 
sized Bible in ‘‘Kogotai,”’ colloquial Japanese. 

Over 20,000 books covering almost every phase of 
the life of the nation were submitted. The judges were 
leading men in every walk of life. Thirty were from 
Tokyo and twenty-two from Osaka. Some of the best- 
known men in science, education, art, drama, and 
literary criticism were among the judges. 

It soon became known that among the 350 books 
announced as not eliminated prior to the day of de- 
cision, the Kogotai entry was a leading favorite. 

Finally the Mainichi Shimbun, “The Daily,” which 
sponsors the contest, handed down the final judgment 
of the more than fifty men who carefully examined all 
the book entries. The Kogotai Bible, they decided, 
should be awarded special first-place recognition in 
every way equal to the regular first prize. 


This bronze plaque is on display in the window of the Japan 
Bible Society in Tokyo. The hogotai Bible was declared 
*‘best book of the year” 


On behalf of the Japan Bible Society, Secretary Miyakoda re- 

ceived the first-place certificate of merit for the excellence of the 

new Japanese colloquial Bible from Mr. Honda, President of 
the Mainichi Shimbun, one of Japan's largest newspapers 


The first prize carried with it 50,000 yen ($150) | 
and a bronze tablet. The cash was to go to the author 
and the tablet to the publisher. In the case of the 
Bible the cash prize could not go to the author, so al 
special category was created. The author of the next-; 
best book received the cash award, but the Japan} 
Bible Society received the bronze tablet. | 

One of the many newspaper pictures showed the 
twelve books chosen as the best of the year on particu- 
lar subjects: agriculture, political science, literature, | 
etc. How proud we were to see the Bible, in appear-+ 
ance putting them all in the shade, standing in this 
distinguished company! 

The value of this award will be tremendous. Imag- 
ine the effect it will have on missionary distribution 
for the colporteurs to be offering a book judged “‘the 
best of the year.’’ One morning after the award was| 
presented, it was like an answer to prayer to stand on| 
the pavement near the Bible House and watch the} 
passers-by stop and scrutinize the certificate of merit | 
and the first-prize bronze plaque which were on} 
display. 

The news has brought a flood of congratulations to 
the Bible House. This is the season of the year when 
different cities in Japan hold special book-reading 
weeks. More and more people will want to have God’s 
eternal Book, for the first time in Japan declared “‘the 
book of the year.’ Surely this event is heralding 
greater acceptance by and greater distribution to 
Japanese people of all walks of life. May they soon 
know that the Bible is the Book of all years. 3 
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From the State Mansions 


We are indebted to the Christian Advocate for the following personal testimonials on 
the Bible by the Governors of four of our States. The Christian Advocate published 
these statements as part of its observance of Worldwide Bible Reading for 1955.—Ed. 


J. CALEB BOGGS 
Governor of Delaware 


Because my religious philosophy and my day-by-day 

behavior are the sum total of many related or interrelated 
religious influences, it is difficult to say what the Bible 
alone has meant to me. Certainly it is correct to say that 
all of these influences are either directly or indirectly 
traceable to the Bible. 
« Perhaps I can best describe what the Bible has meant, 
and is meaning, to me by reviewing these influences. I 
was born of Methodist parents in a small town in Dela- 
ware, only a few miles from the State capital. At an age 
as early as I can remember, mother began reading Bible 
stories to me nightly. When a very small child I began 
attending the Methodist Sunday school, of which my 
grandfather was the superintendent. 

I was an active member of the Epworth League and 
for one term president of the County Youth Division. 
During intervening periods, when not away from home 
attending college and law school or as a member of Con- 
gress, I served as Sunday-school teacher, superintendent, 
and a trustee of the church. 

Like thousands of other men I carried the New Testa- 
ment throughout my period of service in Europe during 
World War II. It was a real source of security and cour- 
age. There were times, I guess, when I was a little scared; 
but during 221 consecutive days of combat with the 
Armored Division I never felt a sense of frustration or 
fear. Rather, I had a comforting faith—a confidence of 
not being alone, which certainly had its inception in the 
Bible stories which mother read to me when a little child. 

I continue to read the Bible regularly, and as often as I 
can make the opportunity, I, together with my family, 
return to that little village church, of which I have been a 
member since I was ten years old, to worship with my 
mother and father. Herein I gain a renewed strength of 
spirit with which to face the problems and responsibilities 
that confront me daily as Governor. 


ROBERT E. SMYLIE 
Governor of Idaho 


The Bible has been a source of comfort. inspiration, 
hope and courage to me, especially during these last 


‘months, when I have been charged with the task of con- 


ducting the government of Idaho. 

It has been a comfort because it is a source of fresh 
wisdom at all times; an inspiration because the great 
liberties for which we give thanks had their source of hope 
because of the thrilling return to reliance on the princi- 
ples of Christianity; and it has been a source of courage 
because its basic truths provide a yardstick by which we 
cannot err as we measure today’s challenges against the 
full requirement of what the Lord commands us to do. 

But most of all, the Bible has been a help because it 
keeps us ever conscious that if we are “faithful in that 
which is least,” we shall be “faithful also in much.” 
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ERNEST W. McFARLAND 
Governor of Arizona 


Man, the noblest work of God was endowed with a soul. 
The soul is immortal, and the complete text of spiritual 
guidance is found in the Bible. 

The Bible is not only a great historical document, 
chronicling the events of its period, but contains also the 
basic concepts of freedom and dignity of the individual 
that have led to the democracies of today. It tells the 
whole story of mankind. 

To one who doubts that this great book is responsible 
for civilization’s forward march it need only be pointed 
out that in every country where the rights of man are 
subjugated the Bible is either suppressed or banned out- 
right. 

As a literary masterpiece the Bible stands alone among 
the great writings of the world. Printed in every languagey 
the Bible has almost as many authors. It contains eye- 
witness reporting; biography and autobiography; prose 
and poetry; history and parables. In it can be found 
religious, civil and moral law. 

The Bible has outlived peoples and civilizations; it has 
endured burnings, bannings and persecutions. Standing 
as a bulwark against Godless materialism, it contains the 
complete rules of life and conduct for individuals and 
nations. 


WILLIAM C. MARLAND 
Governor of West Virginia 


Ask the average man what he believes as to the origin 
of life, as to his differentiation between that which is 
**go0d”’ and that which is “‘evil,” and it is almost certain 
that before he concludes his answering—if, indeed, he 
ever does—he will be quoting from the Bible! 

However strange may be his interpretation, however 
unorthodox his beliefs about it, the chances are that he 
will consider the Bible to be both the authority and the 
basis for his beliefs. 

If nothing more could be said of the Bible than that it 
has been printed and published more often than any 
other comparable work, I should have to rate it as a 
most remarkable book. 

If nothing more could be said of it than that it has 
appeared in every written language of which we know, I 
should have to rate it as a most remarkable book; 

If nothing more could be said of it than that it has been 
the comfort and the inspiration of millions of earth’s most 
enlightened people—as well as of many of the unenlight- 
ened—I should have to recognize it as a most remarkable 
book. 

Since all of these things can be said of the Bible, and 
truthfully, I am compelled to recognize it as the world’s 
most remarkable book, as the world’s most influential 
book, the world’s most indestructible book—it is, in short, 
the world’s book; it is the Book! 


In Every State the Advertisers 
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HE MEMBERS of the Board of Managers of the American 

Bible Society are for the most part busy laymen active 
in operating their own businesses. They have one thing in 
common, however, that is unusual—an interest in seeing 
that God’s Word continues to go out into our own land 
and into every land. 

A striking demonstration of the active interest of the 
members of the Board has again taken place recently. Prior 
to Worldwide Bible Reading in 1954 Mr. John H. Ryder, 
president of Norm Advertising, Inc., 79 Madison Avenue, 
New York, and chairman of the board of Local ‘Trade- 
marks, Inc., also of New York, decided to do what he could 
to bring the message of ‘Read the Bible Daily” to the 
attention of more Americans. 

As chairman of the board of Local Trademarks, Inc. Mr. 
Ryder was in touch with more than 5,000 advertisers, some 
in every State and in Canada. He decided last year that he 
would ask them to place ads voluntarily in their publica- 
tions that would emphasize Worldwide Bible Reading. 

Mr. Ryder said he did this with some trepidation. These 
were his clients; he feared many would complain that he was 
asking them for a personal favor that was not in the line 
of business—and he was doing just that. 

Following last year’s letters, which included an ad of the 
Society’s “Faith for Our Day” theme suitable for news- 
paper publication, scores of publications throughout the 
land went to press with the ad in a prominent position. 
Clippings of these poured in from such far-flung papers as 
the Wyoming Eagle in Cheyenne; the Courter in Minden, 
Nebraska; the Palatka Daily News in Palatka, Florida; and 
the Daily Sun in San Bernardino, California. Not only did 
many advertisers in various places use these; many in the 
same city used them, so that they would appear in the 
same publication twice. 

Again this year small weeklies and large dailies through- 
out North America will be receiving Mr. Ryder’s letter. It 
reads in part as follows: 

“Dear Fellow American: 

““Knowing you are a client of Local Trademarks, Inc., 


Responded 


FAITH 


FOR 


OUR DAY 


WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING 
Sat i 


and a newspaper advertiser, we think you know something } 
about influencing the public mind. 

“As you know, the battle for men’s minds and hearts | 
wages all over the world. In this continuing struggle we } 
must affirm what we believe—and we must grow in that | 
belief. 

‘People in forty countries will be reading the same pas- 
sages of Scripture on November 24, Thanksgiving Day, in 
following the 12th annual observance of a Worldwide | 
Bible Reading program. 

“President Dwight D. Eisenhower in his endorsement of 
the program said: 

* «Tn this period between the two holidays, when Amer- 
icans give thanks for their blessings and renew their hopes § 
for a just and lasting peace in the world, all of us, of what- 
ever religious belief, may well turn to the Bible for guid- 
ance and inspiration for the tasks which lie ahead.’ 

“We think you might like to encourage this effort by 
running the attached mat in one or more of your ads. 

“God bless you and guide you.” 

This year, however, Mr. Ryder sent out his letter with 
fewer fears. 

His total complaints last year?—Only one. 


Kiwanians Support Bible Reading 


At the top of its page of announcements, the October is- } 
sue of the Azwanis Magazine reported the Society’s program |} 
of Worldwide Bible Reading from Thanksgiving to Christ- | 
mas. This followed a similar announcement in the Azwanis | 
Bulletin, the influential official publication of the service | 
organization’s 4,000 officers and secretaries. The Bulletin | 
encouraged local chapters to support the program by re- | 
printing Daily Reading lists. 
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‘New Words 


for Okinawans 


OR MORE than eighty years before the end of World 
War II, the Ryukyu Islands that form a chain almost 
from Japan to Formosa were part of Japan itself. In lan- 
guage, customs and culture the people of the Ryukyus, 
most of whom lived on the main island of Okinawa, were 
probably the most fully integrated of any of the Japanese 
territories. In fact, Okinawa was a prefecture of the 
southern Japanese Island of Kyushu. 
| Even today Okinawans and people from other Ryukyu 
Islands speak Japanese. Their books are written in Japa- Secretary John hk. Twentyman 
nese, and though there is an island dialect (Luchu) spoken ste / 
| by the people, it is far less important than Japanese. 
} ‘Today again, for the first time since Okinawa was sep- EL P - P 
} arated fram Japan after World War II, ties between Japan XpaNs 10n pal Cru 
and Okinawa are strong. Commerce between the two is- 
land countries flourishes. Most recently there has been an 
increasing interchange of Japanese and Ryukyu people. 

On October 16, 1955 General Secretary Miyakoda of 

} the Japan Bible Society visited Okinawa. ‘The distribution 
| of Bibles on Okinawa is administered by the Japan Bible 
} Society. 
This was the first visit by a Japan Bible Society official 
| since the Okinawa Bible Committee was formed. Making 
it especially significant was the fact that Mr: Miyakoda 
brought with him the Kogotai colloquial Japanese Bible 
that Okinawans would be seeing for the first time. Because 
of the tremendous disruption of education on Okinawa in 
1945, this new Japanese Bible in the easier spoken language 
is expected to have far-reaching significance. 

At “Education Hall’ in Naha, the seat of the Ryukyu 
government, more than 300 persons gathered to accord the 
proper respect on the occasion of the presentation of the 
i new Bible. 

The Honorable Mr. Higa, President of the Ryukyu 
Islands, received the Bible. Also receiving it on behalf of 
the American military forces on Okinawa was Chaplain A. 
Donnelly of the U. S. Air Force. 


in new Bible Society 
headquarters in Peru 


HORTLY after the late John Ritchie became Bible 
Society Agent in Lima, he rented a shop on one of the 
important streets of the city, within a block of the large 
Plaza San Martin. This space, converted into an office- 
depot, has served the Society admirably, as well as the 
general public, for the past twenty years. 7 

With the growth of Christian work the place has been 
found to be increasingly inadequate as a center from 
which to direct Bible Society activity. It was accordingly 
decided to secure more suitable premises in a different 
section of the city. This vision found its fulfillment in the 
obtaining of the present location in the Avenida Petit 
Thouars. 

While the former depot is maintained on account of its 
strategic importance on one of the busiest thoroughfares 
of the city, the new office is located in a building belonging 
to the Free Church of Scotland Mission. Besides the offices, 
the interior is pleasantly arranged, with a table on which 
are displayed several illustrated Gospels. In the show 
window is an open Bible which constantly attracts the 
attention of the passers-by. There is also storage space for 
ample stocks of Scriptures. 

And so, the work is carried with new dedication to the 
all-important twofold mission of getting the Book into the 
hands of the man on the street and of making sure that 
there is a sufficient supply on hand to fulfill all demands 
for the Word of Life. 


The ‘‘Hornet’s’’ Chaplain Writes... 


The Aircraft Carrier Hornet is one of the Navy’s busiest 
fleet units, and Chaplain John W. Weise, who serves 
aboard her, maintains an equally busy schedule of spiritual 
and moral guidance for the Hornet’s crew. He writes the 
Society: 

“Thank you for the 200 copies of the leaflet ‘How To 
Read the Bible. * Your kind consideration in providing 
Bibles, New Testaments, Portions and literature about the 
Bible is always appreciated. 

“Tf have been much interested in visiting the Bible 


? el — Houses in Australia, Manila and Hongkong. The Bible 
: : , ae ont eet irs 5 ~d for the ereat work they are 
At left the Honorable Mr. Higa, President of the Ryukyu Soc ieties ae ied au nded for the great \ they 
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Pan Ack ne Py ese aay <p » by Secretary doing for the Kingdom. 
Islands, . presented with 2 oe gapaness Bible by ah 0 kAyailable for general distribution at 10 cents a copy from 450 Park Avenue, New 
Miyakoda of the Japan Bible Soccety York 22, N. Y. 
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New Eastern 
District Secretary 


ue American Bible Society has 
ARs the Rev. Gerald E. Boyce 
as its Eastern District Secretary, with 
offices in Syracuse, New York. 
For the past four years Mr. Boyce 
has been the minister of Danforth 
United Church in Syracuse, prior to 
which he served churches of the Con- 
gregational denomination in Oegdens- 
burg, New York, and at Patchogue, 
Long Island, New York. 

Mr. Boyce is well known among the ministers of Syra- 
cuse through his activity in interdenominational work. He 
twice served as chairman of the Lenten Services Commit- 
tee of the Syracuse Council of Churches. 

In the new position, which Mr. Boyce assumed on 
November 16, he will be responsible for the Society’s work 
of Bible distribution in New York State as well as Con- 
necticut and Vermont, where the Society annually dis- 
tributes more than one-half million volumes of Scriptures. 
Another major responsibility will be the widespread en- 
couragement of Bible reading through the Society’s films, 
brochures and literature and by the annual program of 
Worldwide Bible Reading from Thanksgiving to Christmas. 

Mr. Boyce succeeds the Rev. John W. Osberg who, after 
nine years in Syracuse, recently moved to Chicago upon 
his appointment as Chicago District Secretary of the 
American Bible Society. 


Rev. Gerald E. Boyce 


Russian Farm Delegates Receive the Scriptures 


AST AUGUST twelve members of a Russian agricultural 

delegation were in Washington, D.C., conferring 

with officials of the Department of Agriculture. Among 

them was a cabinet officer of the Soviet government. ‘The 

group of twelve men were here to study American farming 
methods. 

While they were in the capital Secretary Ivan L. Bennett 
contacted Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz and 
asked him to pass along the information that the American 
Bible Society had Russian Bibles to present to each dele- 
gate. The chief of the Russian delegation said the Bibles 
would be accepted with thanks by each of the visitors. 

Secretary Bennett sent this statement: 

“The American Bible Society, founded in 1816 and one 
of the most widely known religious organizations in Amer- 
ica, desires to present to you and the members of your party 
copies of the Holy Bible. 

“It has been the privilege of the Society to present Bibles 
to many distinguished visitors to our country, including the 
titular heads of a number of the governments of the world. 

“T have the distinction of being the Secretary of the 
Society authorized by the headquarters office in New York 
to make the presentation to you. The Holy Bible, more 
than any other book, furnishes the key to an understanding 
of the life and spiritual aspirations of our people. I hope 
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Not One ‘Tenth 
Have a Copy 


ORE THAN fifty denominations lend their support as 
denominations to the American Bible Society. In 
this the Society is unique. 

Last fall the wholehearted support of one of these de- 
nominations, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, with 
headquarters in Minneapolis, Minnesota, was most clearly 
reaffirmed by Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, the Church’s presi- 
dent. Dr. Schiotz wrote to the Women’s Missionary Fed- 
eration on behalf of the Society: 

“Although some part of the Bible has been translated 
and published in 1,084 languages since the beginning of 
the Christian era and is today within reach, linguistically, 
of nine tenths of the people of the world, it is estimated that 
not one tenth of the people of the world have a copy of 
their own. By sharing in the work of the American Bible & 
Society you may place a small Bible in the pocket of ak 
service man, a Braille Bible under the fingers of a blind} 
woman, a New Testament in a prison cell, a Gospel in his ; 
native tongue on the desk of a student in Indonesia ort 
Japan. 

“Here is a task too big to be carried on by only one 
Women’s Missionary Federation group or even by one} 
Church body; but where many gifts, large and small, multi-| 
ply one another, it is a joyful task, which can be done. 

“This year it becomes my privilege to call this need andi 
opportunity (the work of the American Bible Society) to i 
your attention.” 


: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
| 
| 
: 


that you will have as much pleasure in reading it as I have# 
in presenting it, and I venture to hope that it may be af 
pleasant reminder of the efforts made here to make your 
visit to our country pleasant.” 
This presentation took place just before the Associated § 
Press in Moscow announced that 25,000 Bibles were to be § 
printed in Russia. To Religious News Service the Society 
announced that it was in close touch with this development 
and gratified to see Bible printing start in Russia; and that | 
it hoped this printing in Russian would be the first step in f 
providing the great quantities of Scriptures needed for } 
adequate supplies in Russia. 
For readers of the Record who have maintained an active § 
interest in Russian Scriptures it may also be of interest 
that, from 1946 through 1954, 386,151 volumes of the 
Scriptures have been distributed outside the Soviet Union. 
Scriptures in Ukrainian to the extent of 45,812 have been 
distributed outside the Soviet Union during the same 
period. 2 
It became impossible to import Scriptures into Russia 
after 1947 because of Soviet government restrictions. 
In 1945 and 1947, however, the American Bible Society 
supplied the Eastern Orthodox Church in the Soviet 
Union with a total of 220,000 volumes of whole Bibles, 
Testaments and Gospels. 
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This picture, taken in 1947, shows 
Admiral Byrd leaving his plane upon 
_returning from the South Pole 


s Task Force 43 prepared to get under way for the 

most hazardous journey yet to the Antarctic ice 
‘cap, Admiral Richard E. Byrd reflected on the fac- 
tors that would determine the success or failure of his 
latest mission (Bible Society Record, p. 146, November 
1955). 

He wrote Secretary Ivan L. Bennett of the Wash- 
ington, D.C. office of the American Bible Society: 
“Any expedition, by definition, takes men off the 
beaten paths of civilization. Operation Deepfreeze, 
because of its scope and duration, will subject more 
men to the hazards of Antarctica, and to the particu- 
Jar hazards of pioneering in uncharted areas, than 
any previous expedition in history. ‘To be successful 
‘and to come through safely we shall all need the 
guidance and help of Providence. 


HE gateway to freedom for the former Dalai Lama, 
TL thiet priest and government ruler of Tibet, was Japan. 
It was the Japan office of Church World Service, in co- 
operation with the U. S. Refugee Relief officials, that 
helped the Dalai Lama receive his freedom. 
- Now known simply as Mr. Denpa Rabache Tagster, 
the former all-powerful Tibetan leader gave up his throne 
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With the Guidance and Help of Providence 


Be 


“T shall be taking the Bible you gave me this morn- 
ing along with me, and I know that I shall find it a 
source of comfort and strength. 

‘I know something of what religion can mean to 
men in the forces, or men in peril. I believe, therefore, 
that the American Bible Society has been rendering a 
service of greatest importance to both God and the 
country in making the Scriptures available to all 
ranks of the Armed Forces and in encouraging them 
to maintain contact and strengthen their ties with 
their respective churches. 

“IT wish you all possible success in your continuing 
efforts to bring the Bible to the people of our country 
and of other countries. 

‘Sincerely yours, 
RicHArD E. Byrb” 


The Dalai Lama Had a Request 


to a younger brother to escape the personal yoke of a 
dominant communism that now controls his country. 

The Rev. Hallam Shorrach, director of Japan Church 
World Service, said that Mr. Tagster made one important 
request soon after he arrived in Tokyo. He wanted a Ti- 
betan Bible. The Japan Bible Society had just one copy, 
which it made available to him. 
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Will You Give Me a Bible? 


F SOMEONE asked you if you were a dis- 
] tributor, you would probably shake 
your head and say no. Well, let’s see! 

If after school you ask several of your 
friends in to have a cookie, you are a dis- 
tributor; if at Christmas time you help call 
out the names on the packages, you are a 
distributor; if in Sunday school you help 
pass the song books, you are a distributor. 

The postman distributes letters, and it 
seems like a very difficult job; but one 
thing makes it easy—the names are writ- 
ten on the letters. 

But how could you distribute books to 
people you had never heard of and would 
never see, whose names you did not know 
and whose language you could not speak? Sounds pretty 
difficult. It is difficult, but it is being done all the time and 
being done well. 

All over the world people want the Bible. They want it 
written in their own language and they want their own 
copy to read; for there is no comfort in the world like that 
which is found in reading the Bible. Men and women long 
for the Word of Life. 

In our country, where Bibles are readily available, no 
man can be said to be truly educated until he has become 
familiar with the words of the Bible. 

In the year 1816 (how long ago was that?) the American 
Bible Society was founded. Its purpose was to make the 
Holy Bible available to all men, so they might read and 
know of God. 

When only one book is made it becomes very expensive, 
because it is all done by hand; but if thousands are made, 
machines are used, and the cost for each book is much less. 
So the American Bible Society in 1816 decided to produce 
Bibles at a low cost and make them available to all who 
wanted a Bible. 

Have you ever worked hard for some money and bought 
something you really wanted? As you remember it, didn’t 
you value it more because you had paid something for it? 
So the Bible Society reasoned about Bibles. They wanted 
people to love and treasure the Book. If a man denied 
himself something and bought a Bible, 
value it more? 

So it began, but where one was poor or old or blind or 
in great need, the Bible was given freely. 

So many wanted a Bible. There was so little money; 
what to do? People with a great deal of money began to 
give sums of money to help; churches began to send in 
some of their collections; church-school classes began to 
make money and send it in. 

Still the demand for Bibles kept growing. “‘Give us the 
Bible in our language... .’ —‘‘Send us the Bible to use 
in our mission schools... .”’—‘““Translate it into our dia- 
lect... .’—‘“‘Give us the Bible!”’ 

All over the world hands were reaching, people seeking, 
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would not he 
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wanting, searching. So the distributio 
began. Without knowing the names of th 
recipients, the Bibles began to be printe 
—hundreds, thousands, millions. They wer 
sent to Christian workers to distribute. 

The Society had to make a small charge} 
for the Bible (lest people think it of no value),} 
using the money over and over again to} 
print hundreds, thousands, millions more. + 
So it goes on over the world, like a light inj 
darkness. ; 

Every penny counts. Every penny helps.} 

How are Bibles translated into othe 
languages? That is a fascinating story—+P 
but it was done; sometimes it takes years,} 
but still the demand grows: ‘‘Give us the 
Bible!” Still they are printed by hundreds, thousands, mil-} 
lions—and money is needed. Dedicated people, men and} 
women who serve as Christian workers, missionaries, pastors} 
and evangelists, help distribute the Bible. Volunteer work-} 
ers are among the great army of helpers. How many peo-; 
ple in your block, in your town, in your neighborhoodt 
have Bibles and read them? 

The Bible is like a healing medicine. Just to own it will} 
not help; you must make it a part of you by careful daily 
reading. Read it as if it were a letter from a dear friend.} 
Read it lovingly and with understanding. Think then of the} 
people who want it and still do not have a copy. 

Perhaps you can be a distributor too! 


co 


A Hungry Man Is at My Door 
By Grace Noll Crowell 
A hungry man is at my door, 
What shall I do? 
My fire is warm, my loaf is sweet, 
And I have you, 
Sufficient for my needs . . 
The wind is cold. 
A hungry man is at my door 
And he is old; 
And he is weary, waiting to be fed. 
I cannot dine 
Until I break in three this loaf 
I thought was mine. 
I cannot rest beside my fire 
Unless I share 
Its warmth with him, and find a cloak 
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That he can wear. 
This done—and he upon his way 
Along the street— 
I find a warmer fire—my loaf 
Grown doubly sweet. 
Harper & Brothers, by permission, 


JANUARY 1956 


: 


Stories in Pictures... 
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Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, an avid Bible reader 
himself, shows members of the Armed Forces the 
poster for Worldwide Bible Reading, 1955 
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BIBLE HOUSE 


REBT OTS 


On October 20, 1955 the cornerstone of 
the new Korea Bible House was laid in 
Seoul. A Korean Bible was placed inside 


The Honorable Mr. Homm, Vice President of the Repub- 

lic of Korea, pronounces the benediction at cornerstone- 

laying ceremonies for the Korea Bible House in Seoul. He 
2s an ordained minister 


EP TE eee 


A young Mexican In- 


(This is the Junior Department of the First Presbyterian Church 


of Galveston, Texas. These children saved their blessing-box dian of the Tzeltal 
money until they could buy 275 Illustrated Gospels for korean tribe reads the Gospel 
unday-school children. These were ordered by their teacher, for the first time in hus 
Mrs. George M. Walker own language 
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November Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society was held at the 
Bible House on Thursday, November 3, 
1955, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel Burke, 
LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
the Rev. Dr. James P. Gillespie. 

Rey. Gerald E. Boyce was appointed 
Eastern District Secretary, with offices in 
Syracuse. 

Associate Secretary Estrello was made 
Acting Secretary of the Mexico Agency. 

The Board approved of a grant of 40,000 
Danish Gospels and Danish Bibles, and 
glossy prints for the Illustrated Luke, to the 
Danish Bible Society. 

Mr. William A. Smalley was appointed 
Associate Secretary for Translations. 

Approval was given for the publication 
of the Psalms in Miskito, the Gospel of John 
in Bandi, the Gospel of Luke in Gio, the 
Acts in Tchien, the Gospel of Mark in 
Kombe, and also in Ifugao, Ibanag, Bino- 
kid and Bilaan. 

Approval was also given to the project 
for the preparation and publication of the 
45,000 line Concordance in Luba-Lulua. 

It was reported that there were distrib- 
uted to the Blind in the United States dur- 
ing the first nine months of 1955 a total of 
31,570 volumes and Talking Book records. 

Authorization was given for the produc- 
tion of the Historical Catalogue of Printed 
Bibles and the new edition of The Book of a 
‘Thousand ‘Tongues. 


DR. TURNER PASSES 


We were deeply saddened to learn just 
as we were going to press that Dr. Charles 
William Turner, longtime Secretary of 
the American Bible Society, passed away 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on December 
12, 1955. A memorial statement will 
appear in the February issue of the 
RECORD. 
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Forty-Three Tons of Paper 


Secretary James V. Claypool, who is in 
charge of the Society’s Worldwide Bible 
Reading program, has reported that 1955 
has been the greatest year yet in distribut- 
ing Worldwide Bible Reading bookmarks, 
In a progress report issued just before the 
Thanksgiving to Christmas campaign to 
encourage daily reading of the Bible began, 
he issued a progress report. It took 43 tons of 
paper occupying 2/4 freight cars to do the 
Worldwide Bible Reading printing. Eight 
college students took two months of the 
summer to stuff 172,000 packet envelopes 
which were addressed to ministers in 80- 
some denominations. They filled 780 mail 
sacks. When these were mailed a few days 
after Labor Day it took 4 trucks and 5 men 
four hours just to load the sacks and get to 
the post office. 

“We packaged and shipped orders at the 
rate of over 800 per day, the highest day’s 
shipment being 1,652 when we were mak- 
ing the effort to catch up on early orders 
so ministers could include bookmarks in 
their monthly letters to parishioners,” 
Secretary Claypool reported. 


would like to call the attention - 
our readers to the special Dec. 
ianity issue of Life maga- 
vill picture the work of — 
Bible House in New York as _ 
s that of the Society’s District _ 
es throughout the United 
This specialissue willbeon 
nds until January 
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The Bible Shaped His 
Character 


When he was a boy of eleven, working in 
his father’s brickyard, John Wanamaker 
invested in a Bible. It was a small red 
Bible costing $2.75, and he paid for it in 
installments. He read this Bible all his life 
and applied it literally to his own prob- 
lems. He accepted without question its 
claim that faith could move mountains. 

When at twenty-two he started his first 
store with his savings of $1,900, everyone 
said he would fail. But he had faith, and he 
succeeded. Three times during three suc- 
cessive panics his business almost went on 
the rocks. But he found that the miracle of 
faith always pulled him through. 

The Bible not only shaped his character; 
he got all his most important business ideas 
from it. Through these ideas, which revolu- 
tionized the whole theory of retail buying 
and selling, and created our modern princi- 
ple of ‘‘service,’’ John Wanamaker became, 
as President ‘Taft once said, ‘“‘the greatest 
merchant in America.” ‘‘That little red 
Bible,” he wrote, “‘was the greatest and 
most important and far-reaching purchase 
I have ever made; and every other inyest- 
ment in my life seems to me only second- 
ary.”’—From the Sunday School Times 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


1956 JANUARY 1956 


Book Chapter 


Matthew 20:20-34 
Matthew 21:1-22 
Matthew 21:23-46 
Matthew 22:1-22 
Matthew 22:23-46 
Matthew 23:1-39 
Matthew 24:1-28 
Matthew 24:29-51 
Matthew 25:1-30 
Matthew 25:31-46 
Matthew 26:1-35 Ff 
Matthew 26:36-75 | 
Matthew 27:1-31 | 
Matthew 27:32-66 
Matthew 28:1-20 


Day Book Chapter Day 


Matthew 10:1-22 17 
Matthew 10:23-42 18 
Matthew 11:1-30 19 
Matthew 12:1-30 20 
Matthew 12:31-50 21 
Matthew 13:1-30 22 
Matthew 13:31-58 23 
Matthew 14:1-36 24 
Matthew 15:1-39 25 
10 Matthew 16:1-28 26 
11 Matthew 17:1-27 27 
12 Matthew 18:1-14 28 
13. Matthew 18:15-35 29 
14. Matthew 19:1-15 30 
15 Matthew 19:16-30 31 
Matthew 20:1-19 
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Day Book Chapter | Day Book Chapter 
1 Psalms 1:1-6 9 Jonah 2:1-10 
2 Psalms 15:1-5 10 Jonah 3:1-10 
3 Psalms 23:1-6 11 Jonah 4:1-11 
4 Psalms 24:1-10 12 Genesis 1:1-31 
5 Psalms 9571-11 13 Genesis 2:1-25 
6 Psalms 115:1-18 14 Genesis 3:1-24 
7 Jeremiah 1:4-19 Joel 9:1-14 
8 Jonah 1:1-17 : 


the American Bible Society was held at the 
Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York? 
22, on Thursday, December 1, 1955, att 
3:30 p.m., President Daniel Burke, LL.D.,) 
in the Chair. : 
Devotional exercises were conducted by} 
Secretary Ellingson. 
The Budget for 1956 was approved. : 
The Report of the Findings Committee off 
the Advisory Council, which met on No-} 
vember 30, was presented. : 
The Board authorized that a grant off 
1150 copies of the Old Testament inj 
Luvale be made to Mr. A. E. Horton,f 
Kavungu, Ikelenge P.O., Via Kitwe, N.. 
Rhodesia, on the sale and distribution plan. 
It was reported that during the first nine 
months of 1955, there were issued from the} 
Bible House in New York a total off 
11,881,344 volumes as compared wit 
11,254,015 volumes issued during the same 
period of 1954, an increase of 627,329} 
volumes. : 
The Board approved of the printing ofi 
the fourth edition of the Illustrated Ne 
Testament. 


* * 


Could You Send Me a New One? 


An elderly semi-invalid, Mrs. Mary Jor-# 
gensen, lives in a one-room apartment in 
Boonville, Missouri. She wrote to the 
“Wonderful City” radio program with a 
problem: 

““T have a very old Bible . . . it’s very wornt 
and barely readable . . . P'd just love a new 
one... Do you think you could send me a 
new one?” 

The program was able to comply with 
the request. It sent one of the Bibles. The 
American Bible Society regularly supplies 
the Wonderful City program with Bibles 
free of charge to those who express their 
need for them. 4 
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Pee 


Secretary Installed 


in Chicago 


Secretary Osberg speaks at installation program 


October 19, 1955 was an important day for Bible 
Society Work in Chicago. On that day at a meeting 
of Chicago ministers in a downtown Chicago hotel, 
the work of the American Bible Society and the 
Chicago Bible Society was joined under the leader- 
ship of one Secretary. 

The Rev. John W. Osberg was installed as Chi- 
cago District Secretary of the American Bible Soci- 
ety and Executive Secretary of the Chicago Bible 
Society and will direct all Bible Society work in 
Chicago from the new Chicago Bible House at 
310 North Michigan Avenue. 

For many years the Chicago Bible Society has 
distributed the Scriptures and encouraged their use 
in large numbers within Chicago and Cook County, 
supplying missions, hospitals, penal and correctional 
institutions, as well as individuals. Mr. Osberg will 
continue to direct and extend this program, not only 
in Chicago but for the entire State of Illinois, for- 
merly a part of the Northwestern District. 

From his nine years of service as Eastern District 
Secretary of the American Bible Society in Syra- 
cuse, N.Y., Mr. Osberg has gained valuable knowl- 
*edge and experience that will be of great help in his 
endeavors to present the Bible persuasively to all the 
people of the nation’s second largest city and the 
State of Illinois. 


Prayer time on company time is becoming a popular 
thing in the industries of the country. Workers gather in 
ithe Ford River Rouge plant weekly; for an informal 
evotion service; and in Saginaw, Mich., the Severance 
ool workers take 15 minutes each morning. 


IBLE SOCIETY REGORD 


He Didn’t Forget 


Eleven years ago Mrs. Fred McCormick of Waynesboro, 
Virginia, made a contribution to the American Bible 
Society for a Bible to be given to a serviceman. 

James A. Rice, of Ravenna, Ohio, in 1944, received a 
gift Bible with a card bearing Mrs. McCormick’s name 
and address. 

Ten years later, Mrs. McCormick received a letter from 
an ex-serviceman. Mr. Rice explained that he had meant 
to thank Mrs. McCormick years ago, but ‘‘when I got 
married time flew so fast that I didn’t get around to it.” 

“When I went into the Army they handed me this 
Bible. It has been with me ever since. . . . I was overseas in 
the Pacific in combat for two years. This is to thank you for 
that Bible.” 


There are Many Who Cannot Pay 


(Continued from page 5) 


and I read it from the beginning to the end three times, 
thus proving that I did not know the story at all. I have 
never believed in God or Christ one way or the other, and 
it was the first time I ever tried to understand anything 
from the Bible. My family was poor, my home broken. My 
mother had a hard job, with six children. I was the enemy 
of society at the age of eight. ‘That, perhaps, is why I am 
here in this enchanted forest of steel bars. After reading 
‘Unto You a Saviour’ my outlook is a little different. ‘The 
beautiful drama that was the Nativity, today after two 
thousand years, I can appreciate, together with the splen- 
did sanity, sincerity and depth of the St. Luke story. That 
was the beginning of ‘the Mass of Christ’ which is called 
Christmas, and it was my first time to read it. Gentlemen, 
I will never think of Christmas again as seasonal madness. 
My appreciation is of the highest for your book ‘Unto You 
a Saviour.’”’ 

Hear Paul say again, “Be not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” 


American Bible Society Directory 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries, E. M. North (Research and Counsel), R. T. Taylor 
(Promotion and Public Relations), P. A. Collyer, L. E. Holmgren (Foreign Depart- 
ment), R. H. Ellingson (Home Department), E. A. Nida (Translations); Treasurer, 
Gilbert Darlington; Assistant Treasurers, J. A. Macbeth, C. W. Baas; Secretary for Pro- 
motion of Bible Use, J. V. Claypool (310 N. Michigan Ave, Chicago, 10); Secretary for 
Visual Materials, H. H. Ragatz; Secretary, Work for the Blind, Miss S. R. Barrett; Associate 
Secretaries, Translation Dept., Miss M. T. Hills (Librarian), G. H. Waterman; Associate 
Secretary, Promotion Dept., A. P. Wright; Editorial and Recording Secretary, W. F. Asbury. 

Heapguarters: Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; telephone, 
Plaza 9-4300. 

Disrricr Orricrs in the United States: 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, New York; 
701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md,; Central 
Nat’l. Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga.; 123 E. 6th St., 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio; 47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, Minn.; 2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, 
Texas; 1445 Glenarm Place, Denver 2, Colo.; 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, 
Galif.; 164 North Euclid Ave., Pasadena 1, Calif. 


Division Orrices or THE Haven Memortat Acency: 56 Gammon Ave., S.E., 
Atlanta, Ga.; 10 W. Leigh Street, Richmond 20, Va.; 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleve- 
land 4, Ohio; 2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, Tex. 

Fritp Orrices: 1504 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa.; 511 Burt Bldg., Dallas 1, 
Texas; 1435 G Street, N.W., Washington 5, D.C. 

Depositories located at same addresses in New York, Atlanta, Chicago (310 N. 
Michigan Ave.); Dallas 4 (2233 Bryan Street), and San Francisco. 

Foreign REPRESENTATIVES located in: Havana; Mexico City; Cristébal, Canal Zone; 
Lima, Peru; Bogota, Colombia; Caracas, Venezuela; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, 
Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Istanbul, Turkey; Cairo, Egypt; Manila, P.1.; 
Bangkok, Thailand; Hongkong; Tokyo, Japan; Seoul, Korea. 

Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; Concord, 
N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, Conn. 


6) 


GET THIS 
ANNUITY... 


It may mean 


Longer Life for You— 


It will mean 


Better Life for Others! 


‘THE Peace of Mind which comes 
from a regular income that never shrinks 
may add years to your life. Figures prove 
owners of Annuities live longer. 


As a holder of an American Bible Soci- 
ety Annuity Agreement, you receive a 
generous check regularly, regardless of 
world conditions. 


Such checks have been issued without 
fail for more than 100 years. 


You enjoy SECURITY—SAFETY— 
SAVINGS in income tax—and, in addi- 
tion, the permanent SATISFACTION 


of making the Bible more widely available 
throughout the World. 


Send for A Gift That Lives, an inter- 
esting booklet that explains the plan and 


how you can both give and receive gener- 
ously at the same time. 


Mail AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

; This 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. , 

{ Coupon I 

I Today Please send me without obligation your booklet 1 BSR56 entitled, A Git |] 

| Without That Lives. ‘ 

i Fail! I 
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